
White River National Forest | Dillon Ranger District 
 

Mahan Lake Area TS 
Mahan Lake Trail – 1831 North Fork Elliot Creek Trail – 1831.1A 
 
Difficulty:  Easy to Moderate  
Trail Use: Low  
Length:  Mahan Lake Trail – 1.0 mi., North Fork Elliot Creek Trail – 1.2 mi. 
Elevation:  The Mahan Lake Trailhead at 10,960 feet. The Gore Range Trailhead is at 10,080 feet. 
The highest point is at Mahan Lake at 10,880 feet. 
Elevation Gain/Loss:  800 ft 
Open in Summer to:  HIKING, HORSE, MTN. BIKING (e-BIKES PROHIBITED) 
Open in Winter to:  X-C SKIING, SNOWSHOEING 

GETTING THERE 

Access #1: Gore Range Trailhead  
From I-70, take Exit 205, Silverthorne / Dillon. Turn north on Highway 9 and proceed about 27 miles.  

Turn left on the Spring Creek Road (County Road 10). Proceed about 6.5 miles and bear left at the 
junction onto Road 1832. Proceed about 7.5 miles to the trailhead at the end of the road  

 
Access #2: Mahan Lake Trailhead  
From I-70, take Exit 205, Silverthorne / Dillon. Turn north on Highway 9 and proceed about 27 miles. Turn 
left on the Spring Creek Road (County Road 10). Proceed about 6.5 miles and bear right at the junction 
with Road 1832 onto Road 23. Proceed about 2.5 miles and turn left onto Road 1834. Proceed about 2.5 
miles and turn left onto Road 1831 Proceed on a rough 4-wheel drive road for about 2.4 miles to the 
trailhead at the end of the road.  
Seasonal Closure: FDR 23/1831/1832 is closed to wheeled motor vehicles (except snowmobiles) Nov 23 
to May 20 or until road is dry.  

ATTRACTIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS  

• Mahan Lake is a 12 acre alpine lake with good fishing. 

• The Gore Range Trail goes into the Eagles Nest Wilderness and is 
over 50 miles in length.  

• The trails offer views of Elliot’s Ridge and the Gore Range.  

ETHICS AND REGULATIONS  

• The last 2.4 miles to the Mahan Lake Trailhead is for high-clearance four-wheel drive vehicles only. 

• The Gore Range Trail is closed to mountain bikes beyond the junction with the North Fork Elliot 
Creek Trail as it enters National Forest wilderness.  

• Mountain bikes may only be used on trails marked with a mountain bike symbol. If there is no sign, 
it is closed to that use. e-Bike use is prohibited. 
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KNOW BEFORE YOU GO! 

Before you go check on current road conditions, ownership of land, posted areas and 

certain regulations that apply. Visit the White River National Website for current weather 

and alerts in the area. https://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/whiteriver/alerts-notices.  

 

 

 

 

Download the COTrex app for additional trail maps and information. 
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