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Ptarmigan – FDT 35 
 
Difficulty:  Moderate to More Difficult 
Trail Use: Moderate  
Length:  6.1 miles one-way to summit of Ptarmigan Pass 
Elevation:  Start at 9,362 feet and ends at 11,785 feet 
Elevation Gain: +2,423 ft 
Open To:  HIKING, HORSE, MTN. BIKING (e-BIKES PROHIBITED), X-C SKIING, 
SNOWSHOEING, DOGS ON LEASH  
***Mountain Biking is prohibited beyond the Ptarmigan Peak Wilderness Boundary*** 

GETTING THERE 

From I-70 take Exit 205, Silverthorne / Dillon, and travel north on HWY 9 for approximately 0.2 miles to 
the intersection of Wildernest Drive / Rainbow Drive, (Wendy’s is on the corner). Turn right onto Rainbow 
Drive and then right onto Tanglewood Lane. Follow Tanglewood Lane to Ptarmigan Trail Rd and turn 
right. Follow this road for approximately 0.8 miles to the trailhead parking, which is on the right side of the 
road. Overnight parking is prohibited. The trail starts across the road from the parking area. Follow signs 
that guide you to the trail from the parking area through the private homes.  
 

ATTRACTIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS   

• The Ptarmigan Trail is an excellent trail to experience a panoramic view of 
all the mountain ranges in the Dillon Ranger District - the Continental 
Divide, Gore Range, Tenmile Range and Williams Fork Range. 

• Approximately 2 miles up the trail there is an overlook bench that looks out 
over the town of Silverthorne and the Gore Range.  

• Approximately 3.5 miles from the trailhead you will come to the Ptarmigan Peak Wilderness boundary 
and a fork in the trail (see regulations below). At this point you may either continue on to the summit or 
turn right at the Wilderness boundary and follow the right fork back down to the trailhead. 

• Approximately 0.5 miles past the Wilderness boundary you will come to another fork in the trail. Follow 
to the right to travel to Ptarmigan Pass, elevation 11,777 feet, and on into the Arapaho National Forest; 
or continue straight to the summit of Ptarmigan Peak, elevation 12,498 feet.  

ETHICS AND REGULATIONS  

Ptarmigan Peak Wilderness Regulations:  

• Motor vehicles, mountain bikes and motorized equipment are prohibited.  

• DOGS MUST BE ON A LEASH AT ALL TIMES IN THE PTARIMIGAN PEAK WILDERNESS. 

• Group size is limited to 15 people.  

• Camping is prohibited within 100 feet of lakes, streams and trails.  

• Self-registration at trailheads is required for overnight camping in Wilderness Areas (no 
fee). 

• Please contact Dillon Ranger District office for more information and regulations regarding 
the Ptarmigan Peak Wilderness Area.  
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KNOW BEFORE YOU GO! 

Before you go check on current road conditions, ownership of land, posted areas and 

certain regulations that apply. Visit the White River National Website for current weather 

and alerts in the area. https://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/whiteriver/alerts-notices.  

 

 

 

 

 

Download the COTrex app for additional trail maps and information. 
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THE INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN IS INTENDED TO BE A GENERAL GUIDE ONLY,  

NOT FOR NAVIGATIONAL PURPOSES. 


