
White River National Forest | Dillon Ranger District 
 

Shrine Pass Road – FDR 709 
 
Difficulty:  Moderate 
Trail Use: Moderate to Heavy 
Length:  11.2 miles one-way 
Elevation:  Starts at 10.601 ft at Vail Pass and ends at 8,869 in Red Cliff 
Elevation Gain: -1,930 feet 
Open in Summer To:  HIKING, MTN. BIKING, e-BIKES, 4x4, OHV, MOTORCYCLE 
Open in Winter To:  X-C SKIING, SNOWSHOEING, SNOWMOBILING 

GETTING THERE 

From I-70 take Exit 190, Vail Pass Rest Area. Shrine Pass Rd. is the dirt road that will be to the west of 
the overpass bridge.  
Seasonal Closure: Shrine Pass Road is closed to motor vehicles (except snowmobiles) Nov. 23 thru May 
20 or until road is dry.  
 

ATTRACTIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS  

• Head west onto the Shrine Pass dirt road (FDR 709). This starts with a 
steady, gentle climb to a large parking area at mile 2.3 which marks the 
location of Shrine Pass and the trailhead for the Shrine Mtn. Trail.  

• The road then descends gradually to a smaller parking area at mile 3.7 
where there is a short, easy walk to “Julia’s Deck.” This deck overlooks Mount of the Holy Cross 
and is often used for picnics and wedding ceremonies.  

• At 3.8 miles you will pass the Lime Creek Road - FDR 728. Stay right at mile 4.6 where FDR 713 
goes left. FDR 758 is on the left at mile 7.0.  

• A small wooden bridge on the left at mile 8.7 goes to McAllister Gulch Road - FDR 708 and Weary-
man Road– FDR 747.  

• A brown information board on the right at 9.3 miles marks start of Lime Creek Road - FDR 743. 
And you will reach the town of Red Cliff at 11.2 miles. Take a right to get to Hwy. 24.  

 

ETHICS AND REGULATIONS  

• This trail is part of the Vail Pass Winter Recreation Area.  A fee is required during the winter 
for individuals 16 and older.  Please refer to the Vail Pass Winter Recreation Area map. 
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KNOW BEFORE YOU GO! 

Before you go check on current road conditions, ownership of land, posted areas and 

certain regulations that apply. Visit the White River National Website for current weather 

and alerts in the area. https://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/whiteriver/alerts-notices.  

 

 

 

 

 

Download the COTrex app for additional trail maps and information. 
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THE INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN IS INTENDED TO BE A GENERAL GUIDE ONLY,  

NOT FOR NAVIGATIONAL PURPOSES. 


