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Vail Pass Winter Recreation Area 

 
Difficulty:  Easy to More Difficult 
Trail Use: Moderate to Heavy 
Length:  Varies depending on trail 
Elevation:  Varies depending on trail 
Elevation Gain: Varies depending on trail 
Open To:  HIKING, X-C SKIING, SNOWSHOEING, SNOWMOBILING 
 

GETTING THERE 

From 1-70 take Exit 190, Vail Pass Rest Area, and go to the rest area on the west side of 1-70. 
Park in the designated recreation parking area.  Other access points are located at Red Cliff, South Camp 
Hale, Camp Hale, and Pando (see map). 
 

ATTRACTIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS   

• This area is a fee area for all individuals 16 years and older. A Season Pass can be purchased at 
either the access points or at the Dillon Ranger District Office for $65 a person; otherwise Day 
Passes can be purchased at access points for $10 per person. 

• For a more comprehensive list of trails available for use in this area please look at the Vail Pass 
Winter Recreation Area trail map. These maps are available at the Dillon Ranger District office and 
at the Vail Pass Winter Recreation Area Fee Booth, located at the Vail Pass Rest Area. 

• Please pay close attention to the non-motorized areas marked on the map – snowmobiling 
here is prohibited.  

• Please refer to the Dillon Ranger District Winter Motor Vehicle Use Map for when Vail Pass Winter 
Recreation Area roads are open to over-snow vehicles. 

• This area is administered by the Eagle Holy Cross Ranger District during the summer months. 

ETHICS AND REGULATIONS  

• THIS IS A FEE AREA - please see above for pricing. 

• Over-snow vehicles must be registered with Colorado Parks and Wildlife. Out-of-state residents 
who bring over-snow vehicles into Colorado must purchase a Colorado Non-Resident over-snow 
vehicle permit. 

• You can expect to encounter snowmobiles and other snow equipment, especially on weekends. 

• These trails in particular are used by sno-cats, so expect packed conditions for all or part of the 
trail length. 

• Avalanche danger may exist in this area in the winter so travel appropriately. Avalanche beacon 
checkers have been installed for safety before heading out. 
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KNOW BEFORE YOU GO! 

Before you go check on current road conditions, ownership of land, posted areas and 

certain regulations that apply. Visit the White River National Website for current weather 

and alerts in the area. https://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/whiteriver/alerts-notices.  

 

 

Download the COTrex app for additional trail maps and information. 
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN IS INTENDED TO BE A GENERAL GUIDE ONLY,  

NOT FOR NAVIGATIONAL PURPOSES. 


