
White River National Forest | Dillon Ranger District 
 

Wilder Gulch – FDT 75 

 
Difficulty:  Moderate 
Trail Use: Heavy 
Length:  3.5 miles one-way 

Elevation:  Starts at 10,536 feet and ends at 11,768 feet 
Elevation Gain: +1,232 ft 
Open in Summer To:  HIKING, HORSE MTN. BIKING (e-BIKES PROHIBITED) 
Open in Winter To:  X-C SKIING, SNOWSHOEING, SNOWMOBILING 

GETTING THERE 

From I-70 take Exit 190, Vail Pass Rest Area, and go to the rest area on the west side of I-70. Park in the 
designated area.  From the parking area travel south, paralleling the interstate until you reach the first 
major drainage, this is Wilder Gulch.  During the winter, there is a groomed snowcat track out of the 
parking area and up Wilder Gulch.  

ATTRACTIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS   

• Upon reaching the trail, travel southwest up the valley away from the interstate.  

• The trail climbs continuously as it parallels the stream where numerous beaver ponds are found.  

• After approximately 2.5 miles the trail swings to the left then winds up to Ptarmigan Pass at the 
head of the valley.  

• Ptarmigan Pass offers a fantastic view of the Sawatch Range and the west side of the Gore 
Range.  

ETHICS AND REGULATIONS  

• This trail is a part of the Vail Pass Winter Recreation Area.  A fee is required during the 
winter for individuals 16 years and older.  Please refer to the Vail Pass Winter Recreation 
Area map. 

• During the winter, you can expect to encounter snowmobiles and other snow equipment, especially 
on weekends.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO! 

Before you go check on current road conditions, ownership of land, posted areas and 

certain regulations that apply. Visit the White River National Website for current weather 

and alerts in the area. https://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/whiteriver/alerts-notices.  

 

 

 

 

 

Download the COTrex app for additional trail maps and information. 
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